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STANDARD CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO LICENCES FOR SEX SHOPS

REGULATIONS made by the Islington Council in pursuance of the powers contained in
paragraph 13 of Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
1982, prescribing standard conditions applicable to licences for sex shops.

1.

10.

11.

12.

Throughout these regulations, the expressions “sex shop”, “sex establishment” and
“sex article” shall have the meanings ascribed to them in Schedule 3 of the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 and “the Council” means the
Council of the London Borough of Islington.

In the event of a conflict between these conditions and any special conditions
contained in a licence relating to a sex shop, the special conditions shall prevail.

The business shall be carried on only in the name, style or title specified in the
licence and at the premises mentioned therein.

The licensee, whether a partner, company or other corporate or unincorporated
body, shall notify the Council in writing, in the form prescribed by the Council, of any
change in directors, trustees, partners or other persons concerned in the
management of such company, partnership or corporate or unincorporated body,
within fourteen days of such change.

The licensed premises shall not be opened for the purposes for which the licence is
granted earlier than 9.30am and shall be closed not later than 8.00pm.

The premises shall not be opened on Sundays, Christmas Day or Good Friday.

The Council may also specify any other date on which the premises shall be closed
provided that fourteen days notice in writing of such date must be given to the
licensee.

No advertisement other than advertisements relating to other licensed sex
establishments or relating to goods available from the premises shall be displayed
inside the premises.

The interior of the premises shall not at any time be visible from outside and the
window shall only bear a suitable display approved by the Council.

The following notice shall be displayed at the entrance to the premises such that
no-one could reasonably obtain access to the premises without being aware of its
contents:

Licensed Sex Shop
WARNING
Persons passing beyond
this notice will find
material on display which
they may consider indecent.
No admittance to persons under 18 years of age

No part of the premises shall be used by prostitutes for the purposes of solicitation
or otherwise exercising their calling.

Neither the licensee nor any employee shall seek to obtain custom for the sex shop
by means of personal solicitation outside or in the vicinity of the sex shop.
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13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

No goods likely to forfeiture under Section 3 of the Obscene Publications Act 1959
or Section 5 of the Protection of Children Act 1978 or likely to be condemned under
Schedule 3 to the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979 by virtue of Section
42 of the Customs Consolidation Act 1896 shall be kept on the premises.

All sex articles and other things displayed within the premises shall be clearly
marked to show to persons who are inside the premises the respective prices being
charged.

The licensee shall not distribute any unsolicited goods or publicity.

The licensed premises shall be used only for the purposes specified in the licence.
No alcohol shall be consumed on the premises.

18R classified videos/DVDs must not be sold by mail order or via the Internet.

A record shall be kept of mail order/Internet transactions in such form as agreed by
the Council and all such transactions must comply with the Consumer Protection
(Distance Selling) Regulations 2000.

The exterior and interior of the premises shall not be altered without the prior
consent of the Council.

The licence is not transferable by the licensee.

The licensee must give written notice to the Council if s/he wishes to surrender the
licence.

The licensee shall maintain good order and decent behaviour in the licensed
premises and shall inform the Police immediately s/he becomes aware of any
indecent conduct taking place or which is said to have taken place, in the premises.

The Council reserves the right to amend or alter these conditions without prior
consultation with the licensee but will notify the licensee of any alterations.
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London Borough of Islington

CENTRAL LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE ~ 8 December 2003

Minutes of the additional meeting of the Central Licensing Sub-Committee
held at the Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD, on 8 December 2003, at

2.30pm.

Present: Councillors: Joan Coupland, Stefan Kasprzyk and Bruce Neave
Councillor Bruce Neave in the Chair

90 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (ltem 1)

91

92

93

None.

DECLARATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBER (ltem 2)

None.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (ltem 3)

None.

APPLICATION FOR SEX SHOP LICENCE — 9 CALEDONIAN ROAD, LONDON

N1 9DX, TRADING AS "PROWLER KINGS CROSS" (Item 4)

The Service Manager for Trading Standards and Street Trading presented his
report to the Sub-Committee.

The Sub-Committee heard representations from the applicant's (Heart of Soho
Ltd) Legal representative and from three members of the public who objected to
the application for a licence at the premises.

The Chair agreed that further written representations, in support of the application
be laid round for Members' information.

RESOLVED:

(a) That it be noted:
(i) That the Sub-Committee fully appreciates the very real concerns expressed
by the objectors. However, it is the view of the Sub-Committee that it is
preferable for premises of this nature to be licensed.
(i) With regret, that the City of Westminster Act 1996 is a local Act which could
not be adopted by the London Borough of Islington and the Sub-Committee will
be recommending that this Council lobby Parliament, in respect of provisions
relating to closure notices and closure orders, of the above Act to be extended
nationwide;



(b) That, in the meantime, Officers liaise with Police to pursue a more pro-active
prosecution regime against unlicensed premises in the Borough;

(c) That, having carefully considered all of the written and oral evidence
presented, approval be granted for a Sex Shop licence to Heart of Soho Ltd, for
the use of the basement and rear ground and mezzanine floors of the retail shop
at 9 Caledonian Road N1 9DX, for a sex establishment, trading as “Prowler Kings
Cross", for one year only, subject to the conditions set out below, but with an
exception to standard Condition 10 which is varied to the extent that " the following
notice shall be displayed inside the premises, prior to access to the licensed area
such that no-one could reasonably obtain access to this area without being aware
of its contents".

Conditions of licence

1. Throughout these conditions, the expressions ‘sex shop’, ‘sex
establishment’ and ‘sex article’ shall have the meanings ascribed to them in
Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982; ‘the
Council’ means the Council of the London Borough of Islington.

2. In the event of a conflict between these conditions and any special
conditions contained in a licence relating to a sex shop, the special conditions
shall prevail.

3. The business shall be carried on only in the name, style or title specified in
the licence and at the premises mentioned therein.

4. The licensee, whether a partner, company or other corporate or
unincorporated body, shall notify the Council in writing, in the form prescribed by
the Council, of any change in directors, trustees, partners or other persons
concerned in the management of such company, partnership or corporate or
unincorporated body, within fourteen days of such change.

5. The licensed premises shall not be opened for the purposes for which the
licence is granted earlier than 9.30am and shall be closed not later than 8.00pm.

6. The premises shall not be opened on Sundays, Christmas Day or Good
Friday.
7. The Council may also specify any other date on which the premises shall

be closed, provided that fourteen days notice in writing of such date must be given
to the licensee.

8. No advertisement other than advertisements relating to other licensed sex
establishments or relating to goods available from the premises shall be displayed
inside the premises.

9. The interior of the premises shall not at any time be visible from outside,
and the window shall only bear a suitable display approved by the Council.



10.  The following notice shall be displayed inside the premises, prior to access
to the licensed area such that no-one could reasonably obtain access to this area
without being aware of its contents:

Licensed Sex Shop
WARNING
Persons passing beyond
This notice will find
Material on display which
They may consider indecent.
No admittance to persons under 18 years of age.

11. No part of the premises shall be used by prostitutes for the purposes of
solicitation or otherwise exercising their calling.

12.  Neither the licensee nor any employee shall seek to obtain custom for the
sex shop by means of personal solicitation outside or in the vicinity of the sex
shop.

13.  No goods likely to forfeiture under Section 3 of the Obscene Publications
Act 1959 or Section 5 of the Protection of Children Act 1978 or likely to be
condemned under Schedule 3 to the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979
by virtue of Section 42 of the Customs Consolidation Act 1896 shall be kept on the
premises.

14.  All sex articles and other things displayed within the premises shall be
clearly marked to show to persons who are inside the premises the respective
prices being charged.

15.  The licensee shall not distribute any unsolicited goods or publicity.

16.  The licensed premises shall be used only for the purposes specified in the
licence.

17.  No alcohol shall be consumed on the premises.

18. 18R classified videos/DVDs must not be sold by mail order or via the
internet.

19.  Arecord shall be kept of mail order/internet transactions in such form as
agreed by the Council and all such transactions must comply with the Consumer
Protection (Distance Selling) Regulations 2000.

20.  The exterior and interior of the premises shall not be altered without the
prior consent of the Council.

21.  The licence is not transferable by the licensee.
22, The licensee must give written notice to the Council if s/he wishes to
surrender the licence.
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23.  The licensee shall maintain good order and decent behaviour in the
licensed premises and shall inform the Police immediately s/he becomes aware of
any indecent conduct taking place, or which is said to have taken place, on the
premises.

24. The Council reserves the right to amend or alter these conditions without
prior consultation with the licensee but will notify the licensee of any alterations.

Reasons - The applicants represented themselves as a reputable and responsible
company whom the Sub-committee are confident will run the premises in a proper
manner.

Additional conditions determined by the Sub-Committee:

25. The Shopfront, including entrance doors and windows displays be retained
in their present glazed open aspect and used for display purposes of non-adult
merchandise, the "general goods" area to be located at the front of the shop and
the "general goods" and "adult" areas be clearly defined.

26. That no neon or similar lighting be installed on the premises.

Reasons - These additional conditions are to safeguard the concerns of the local
residents and to retain the present standard of displays.

REVIEW OF SHOP FRONT LICENCES FEES AND CHARGES (ltem 5)
RESOLVED:

(@)  That the fees and charges, agreed at Central Licensing Sub-Committee in
July 2003, be reduced, as detailed below:

(i) An Administration fee of £87.50 will be charged on each new application.
(i) A weekly rent will be charged on issue of a Licence.

(i)  Any Licence issued will last for a maximum of three years.

(iv)  This period includes an initial six months probationary period.

(v)  Reference to the total area required and the location of the premises will be
the basis of calculating the weekly rent.

(vi)  Charges will fall within three bands: Prime (£13.00 per sq. metre), Medium
(£9.00 per sq. metre) and Low. (£4.50 per sg. metre). The maximum weekly rent
will be £65.00.

The meeting closed at 5pm
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SOHO ORIGINAL
BOOKSHOP

9 CALEDONIAN ROAD, N1 9DX

PROPOSAL FOR THE REMOVAL OF CONDITION 9 “THE
WINDOW SHALL BEAR ONLY A SUITABLE DISPLAY
APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL” AND SPECIAL CONDITION 26
“THAT NO NEON OR SIMILAR LIGHTING BE INSTALLED ON
THE PREMISES” OF THE LICENCE




Further to our application to renew the sex establishment licence at 9 Caledonian
Road, we would like to apply to remove condition 9 of the licence, “the window shall
bear only a suitable display approved by the council” and special condition 26 “that
no neon or similar lighting be installed on the premises.” If these conditions cannot
be removed then we would like to agree on the type of signage that can be used within
the window and shop itself.

The only products currently on display in the window are books and we are concerned
that our business will not be able to survive unless we can advertise what we sell
inside the shop window and shop itself.

Two problems prevail with this lack of signage:

A. We cannot inform people who are interested in coming into the sex shop that
we in fact sell sex products in the rear of our shop.

B. We cannot inform people that want to come into our bookshop that there is a
sex shop in the rear. Whilst for some people we stock books that they may be
interested in, they may not want to enter, or be seen to enter, a bookshop that
has a sex shop in the rear. We obviously have the mandatory warning signage
between the front and rear of the shop but that does not warn people on the
street before they enter the shop. We believe that there should be some
warning on the outside of the shop as people have the right to know the full
type of shop that it is before they enter.

In addition, where as the unlicensed sex shop’s outside appearance and signage,
directly opposite, suggests that it sells sex products and ultimately attracts customers
in this manner; the only people to enter the rear of our shop are those whom happen to
stumble across it whilst browsing for books. We seem to have had a genuinely
positive response from those who enter the shop, many commenting on the rarity ofa
professionally run, clean and discrete sex shop. We cannot however make a success
of the shop without some element of signage.

We are open to discussions about the type of signage used in the window and within
the shop. We endeavour to make all our shops as attractive and appealing as possible.
We have attached a number of sample photos of our other 9 shops within the City of
Westminster, City of London, Borough of Camden, and Borough of Brent. We have
also attached photos of our shop at 9 Caledonian Road and other shops within a 300-
metre radius.

Page 3: Soho Bookshop (Outside) 9 Caledonian Road and Soho Bookshop (Inside) 9
Caledonian Road

Page 4: Soho Bookshop 12 Brewer Sireet City of Westminster, Soho Bookshop 121
Charing Cross Road City of Westminster, Soho Bookshop 61 Cowcross Street
Borough of Islington

Page 5: Sex Shop opposite 9 Caledonian Road with obvious signage and Sex Shop on
York Way with obvious signage



Road

Soho Bookshop (Outside) 9 Caledon

Road

iar

Soho Bookshop (Inside) 9 Caledon



Soho Bookshop 61 Cowcross Street Borough of Islington



Sex Shop on York Way with obvious signage
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