Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee
29 October 2019
Executive Member Update and Questions
The Committee is invited to question the Executive Member for Children, Young People and
Families on her work and the work of the Committee.
The procedure for Executive Member questions is appended to this item.
Questions for the Executive Member may be submitted in advance by emailing
democracy@islington.gov.uk by 5pm on Wednesday 23 October 2019

Procedure for Executive Member Questions at
Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee
(a) Elected members and members of the public may ask the Executive Member for Children, Schools
and Families questions on any matter in relation to the executive portfolio or the work of the
committee.
(b) The intention of the session is to complement and enhance the work of the committee. The
Executive Member may submit written information in advance of the meeting to advise of their
recent work and other topical and timely matters of relevance. The session is not intended to
replace or replicate the questions sessions held at each ordinary meeting of the Council.
(c) Questions should be submitted in writing to the committee clerk no later than three clear working
days in advance of the meeting. Such questions will be notified to the Executive Member which may
facilitate a more detailed answer at the meeting. Details of how questions should be submitted will
be detailed on the agenda for the meeting.
(d) Questioners should provide their name to enable this to be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
The minutes of the meeting will include a summary of the question and the response.
(e) The Chair may permit questions to be asked at the meeting without notice.
(f) The time set aside for questions shall be no longer than 15 minutes.
(g) No individual may ask more than two questions at each meeting.
(h) Where there is more than one question on any particular subject or closely related subjects, the
Executive Member may give a joint reply to the questions.
(i) The committee clerk shall have power to edit or amend written questions to make them concise but
without affecting the substance, following consultation with the questioner.
(j) An answer may take the form of:


A direct oral answer;



Where the desired information is in a publication of the Council or other published work, a
reference to that publication; or



Where the reply cannot conveniently be given orally, a written answer circulated later to
the questioner within 5 working days provided the questioner has given contact details.

(k) Priority shall normally be given to questions notified in advance.
(l) The Chair may permit supplementary questions to be asked. Supplementary questions must arise
directly out of the original question or the reply.
(m) A question may be rejected by the committee clerk, or the Chair at the meeting, if it:





does not relate to the executive portfolio or the work of the committee;




requests the disclosure of information which is confidential or exempt; or

is defamatory, frivolous or offensive;
is substantially the same as a question asked to the Executive Member at any meeting
within the last six months;
names, or clearly identifies, a member of staff or any other individual.

