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Report of: Service Director, Public Protection
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SUBJECT: PREMISES LICENCE VARIATION APPLICATION
RE:
OLD QUEENS HEAD, 44 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON
N1 8LN
1.

Synopsis
1.1

This is an application for the variation of a premise licence under the Licensing Act 2003.

1.2

The premises currently holds a licence allowing:


The provision of live music on Monday to Friday from 18:00 to 00:00, and on
Saturday and Sunday from 12:00 to 00:00.



The provision of recorded music from 12:00 to 02:00 on Monday to Saturday and
from 12:00 to 02:00 on Sunday



The sale of alcohol, on & off supplies, from 10:00 to 02:00 on Monday to
Saturday and from 12:00 to 02:00 on Sunday



The provision of late night refreshment from 23:00 to 02:00 on Monday to
Sunday.



The opening hours of from 10:00 to 03:00 on Monday to Saturday and from
12:00 to 03:00 on Sunday.

1.3

The variation application is seeking to


reduce the hours permitting licensable activity and the opening hours by one
hour every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday;



extend the hours permitting licensable activity by one hour every Saturday; and



extend the opening hours by 30 minutes every Saturday.

The premises would as a result allow:


The sale of alcohol, on & off supplies, Mondays to Wednesdays from 10:00 until
01:00, Thursdays & Fridays from 10:00 until 02:00, Saturdays from 10:00 until
03:00 and Sundays from 12:00 until 02:00;



The provision of live music, Mondays to Wednesdays from 18:00 until 23:00,
Thursdays & Fridays from 18:00 to 00:00, Saturdays from 12:00 until 01:00 and
Sundays from 12:00 to 00:00.



The provision of recorded music, Mondays to Wednesdays from 12:00 until
01:00, Thursdays & Fridays from 12:00 until 02:00, Saturdays from 12:00 until
03:00 and Sundays from 12:00 until 02:00.



The provision of late night refreshment, Mondays to Wednesdays from 23:00
until 01:00, Thursdays & Fridays from 23:00 until 02:00, Saturdays from 23:00
until 03:00 and Sundays from 23:00 until 02:00 and



The premises to be open to the public, Mondays to Wednesdays from 10:00 until
02:00, Thursdays & Fridays from 10:00 until 03:00, Saturdays from 10:00 until
03:30 and Sundays from 10:00 until 03:00.

The application is also seeking to authorise the following non-standard timings for
Sale of alcohol, Recorded Music Late Night Refreshment and the hours open to the
public:

2.



New Year’s Eve, until the time authorised on the following day; and



An extension to the permitted hours on 1st January, Easter Sunday and Sundays
preceding bank holiday Mondays by an additional hour.

Relevant Representations
Licensing Authority

No

Metropolitan Police

No: Conditions agreed

Noise

No

Health and Safety

No

Trading Standards

No

Public Health

No

Safeguarding Children

No

3.

4.

London Fire Brigade

No

Local residents

Yes: One

Other bodies

Yes: One ward Councillor

Background
3.1

The premises was granted the current hour for licensable activities in 2007. The most
recent licence application was granted on 3 July 2018. This application was to convert an
upstairs storage room into a licensable area without increasing overall capacity for the
premises.

3.2

This application was submitted on 25 May 2020, it is subject a representation from a
ward Councillor and one local resident.

3.3

The Police licensing team made a representation but this was withdrawn on
the agreement of additional conditions.

Planning Implications
4.1

5.

6.

There no planning implications for this application.

Recommendations
5.1

To determine the application for a variation of the premises licence under Section 34 of
the Licensing Act 2003.

5.2

These premises are located in the Angel and Upper Street Cumulative Impact Area
therefore the Licensing Committee will need to consider Licensing Policy 3, which states
that there is a presumption of refusal unless the Committee is satisfied that there will
be no adverse cumulative impact on the licensing objectives.

5.3

If the Committee grants the application it should be subject to:
i.

conditions prepared by the Licensing Officer which are consistent with the
Operating Schedule (see appendix 3); and

ii.

any conditions deemed appropriate by the Committee to promote the four
licensing objectives.(see appendix 3)

Reasons for recommendations
6.1

The Council is required to consider this application in the light of all relevant
information, and if approval is given, it may attach such conditions as appropriate to
promote the licensing objectives.

Appendices:
Appendix 1:

application form;

Appendix 2:

representations;

Appendix 3:

suggested conditions and map of premises location.

Background papers:
None.

Final report clearance:

Signed by:
Service Director – Public Protection

Report author: Licensing Service
Tel: 020 75027 3031
E-mail: licensing@islington.gov.uk
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In terms of specific regulated entertainments please note that:

•

Plays: no licence is required for performances between 08:00 and 23.00 on any day, provided that the audience
does not exceed 500.

•

Films: no licence is required for ‘not-for-profit’ film exhibition held in community premises between 08.00 and
23.00 on any day provided that the audience does not exceed 500 and the organiser (a) gets consent to the
screening from a person who is responsible for the premises; and (b) ensures that each such screening abides
by age classification ratings.

•

Indoor sporting events: no licence is required for performances between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, provided
that the audience does not exceed 1000.

•

Boxing or Wrestling Entertainment: no licence is required for a contest, exhibition or display of Greco-Roman
wrestling, or freestyle wrestling between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, provided that the audience does not
exceed 1000. Combined fighting sports – defined as a contest, exhibition or display which combines boxing or
wrestling with one or more martial arts – are licensable as a boxing or wrestling entertainment rather than an
indoor sporting event.

•

Live music: no licence permission is required for:
a performance of unamplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, on any premises.
a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day on premises authorised to sell
alcohol for consumption on those premises, provided that the audience does not exceed 500.
a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, in a workplace that is not
licensed to sell alcohol on those premises, provided that the audience does not exceed 500.
a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, in a church hall, village hall,
community hall, or other similar community premises, that is not licensed by a premises licence to sell
alcohol, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500, and (b) the organiser gets consent for the
performance from a person who is responsible for the premises.
a performance of amplified live music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, at the non-residential premises
of (i) a local authority, or (ii) a school, or (iii) a hospital, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500,
and (b) the organiser gets consent for the performance on the relevant premises from: (i) the local
authority concerned, or (ii) the school or (iii) the health care provider for the hospital.

o
o
o
o

o

•

Recorded Music: no licence permission is required for:
o
any playing of recorded music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day on premises authorised to sell alcohol
for consumption on those premises, provided that the audience does not exceed 500.
o
any playing of recorded music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, in a church hall, village hall,
community hall, or other similar community premises, that is not licensed by a premises licence to sell
alcohol, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500, and (b) the organiser gets consent for the
performance from a person who is responsible for the premises.
o
any playing of recorded music between 08.00 and 23.00 on any day, at the non-residential premises of (i) a
local authority, or (ii) a school, or (iii) a hospital, provided that (a) the audience does not exceed 500, and (b)
the organiser gets consent for the performance on the relevant premises from: (i) the local authority
concerned, or (ii) the school proprietor or (iii) the health care provider for the hospital.
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Appendix 2

Rep 1

Dear Ryan,

I wish to formally object to this application as an elected member of the Council for St Peters ward.

I have over the years dealt with many complaints about noise in relation to licensed premises on
Essex Road around the Old Queens head, and opposite, and from the Winchester at the top of St
Peters street. Complaints are not just about noise from licensed premises themselves, but more
significantly from the customers of licensed premises as they leave at closing time, when they are
most voluble and noisy after having consumed quantities of alcohol.

I am particularly mindful of the recent review of the license for the Winchester Bar, which is in an
almost identical relationship to residential properties to the Old Queens head, and which caused
very significant amounts of disturbance in the surrounding streets up to around 4.30am, as
customers waited for cabs, and gradually drifted away. My strong view is that the hours for The Old
Queens Head should be guided by the recent review decision on the Winchester, and should not be
any later. My views are related to the licensing objective "the prevention of public nuisance" and
"the prevention of crime and disorder".

Please acknowledge receipt and acceptance of this objection.

regards,

Councillor Martin Klute
Labour Member for St. Peters Ward

Rep 2

Dear All,

Ref application for license variation of The Old Queen's Head Public House, 44 Essex Road, Islington,
London, N1 8LN

We hear that The Old Queen's Head has requested to extend the opening hours and in particular
extend till 3.30 AM with alcohol served till 3 AM on Saturday night.

I think any extension should not be granted as the current situation is already really bad. And it will
become even worse.

We live in front of the pub and we've had to call the Anti Social Behaviour team several times as
exasperated by their clients, standing outside the premises on the public pavement till late at night,
often drunk and very loud, and heavily disrupting the neighbourhood with their bad behaviour.
During the weekends when they close late at night the outside area becomes almost like a street
party and allowing them to stay open even longer will cause us to stay awake even longer.

An extension will also encourage nearby bars to apply for a similar license extension and have it
granted on the basis there is already a precedent case.

Please do consider the residents in the area, whose life is already badly impacted by these pubs.

Essex Road

Appendix 3
Suggested conditions of approval consistent with the operating schedule
1.

As per current licence, save suggested amends contained in Police representation.

2.

We shall be a member of the local pub watch.

3.

The premises shall operate documented dispersal procedure to minimise public nuisance.

Conditions proposed by the Metropolitan Police ( Agreed )
4.

In the event that serious crime or serious disorder is, or appears to have been, committed on
the premises, the management will immediately ensure that:
(a) The police and, where appropriate, the London Ambulance Service, are called immediately;
(b) As far as is safe and reasonable practicable, all measures will be taken to apprehend any
identified suspects pending the arrival of the police;
(c) As far as is safe and reasonable practicable, all measures will be taken to preserve any
identified crime scene pending the arrival of the police;
(d) Any and all appropriate measures are taken to fully protect the safety of all persons
present on the premises at all times during operating hours.

5.

An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made available on request to the police or
an authorised officer, which will record:
(a) Any and all allegations of crime or disorder reported at the venue
(b) Any and all complaints received by any party
(c) Any faults in the CCTV system
(d) Any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service
(e) Any and all ejections of patrons
(f) Any and all seizures of drugs or offensive weapons
(g) Any refusal of the sale of alcohol

6.

(To replace and update your current Annex 2.8 condition) CCTV shall be installed, operated,
and maintained, to function all times that the premises is open for licensable activities. Said
CCTV will comply with the following criteria:
(a) The licensee will ensure that the system is checked every two weeks to ensure that the
system is working properly and that the date and time are correct.
(b) A record of these checks, showing the date and name of the person checking, will be kept
and made available to the police or other authorised officer on request;
(c) The Police will be informed if the system will not be operating for longer than one day of
business for any reason;
(d) One camera will show a close-up of the entrance to the premises, to capture a clear, full
length image of anyone entering;
(e) The system will provide full coverage of the interior of the premises and any exterior part
of the premises accessible to the public;
(f) The system will record in real time and recordings will be date and time stamped;

(g) At all times during operating hours, there will be at least 1 member of staff on the
premises who can operate the system sufficiently to allow Police or authorised Council officers
to view footage on request.
(h) Recordings will be kept for a minimum of 31 days and downloaded footage will be
provided free of charge to the police or other authorised officers on request (subject to the
Data Protection Act 1998) within 24 hours of any request.
7. The licence holder will at all times maintain adequate levels of staff and security . Such staff
and security levels will be disclosed , on request , to the Licensing Authority and the Police .
The need for door supervisors will be assessed by way of risk assessment and cognisance will
be taken of any police advice

