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Date:
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Canonbury
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SUBJECT: PREMISES LICENCE VARIATION APPLICATION
RE: ALTERNATIVE SUPERMARKET, 360 ESSEX ROAD N1
1.

Synopsis
1.1

This is an application for the variation of a premise licence under the Licensing Act 2003.

1.2

The premises currently hold a licence allowing the following;
• The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption off the premises from 07:00 until 23:00
Monday to Sunday.

1.3 The variation is for the following;
• To extend the sale of off sales of alcohol from the premises until 01:00 Monday to
Sunday.
• To remove/amend the following Annex 3 conditions;
Amend Annex 3, Condition 1

No beers lagers or ciders of above 6% abv shall be sold on the premises;
To be replaced with

No beers lagers or ciders of above 6% abv shall be sold on the premises, save for
premium bottled beers agreed in advance with the police or licensing authority

Remove Annex 3, Condition 2

No spirit miniatures or other bottles at or below 33cl shall be sold from the premises at
any time.
Remove Annex 3, Condition 3

Single cans of beer shall not be sold.
The applicant has advised that this condition is losing the applicant business, as
customers can go three shops down and purchase single cans. Similarly, they point out
that regular respectable customers like to purchase single cans and that this conditions
does not solve the problem of street drinking.
2.

3.

4.

Relevant Representations
Licensing Authority

Yes

Metropolitan Police

Yes

Noise

No

Health and Safety

No

Trading Standards

No

Public Health

No

Safeguarding Children

No

London Fire Brigade

No

Local residents

Yes - One representation in opposition and
one representation supporting from local
residents.

Other bodies

No

Background
3.1

The current premises licence has been in place since November last year, when a new
application was applied for and granted.

3.2

There have been no complaints made in relation to this premises since it opened.

3.3

The variation application is subject to three representations in opposition to the
application from the Licensing Authority, Licensing Police and one local resident. The
application has also received a representation from a local resident in support of the
application.

Planning Implications
4.1

The Planning Authority have advised that there is no relevant planning history or
conditions that limit opening times in relation to this application and no open
enforcement cases in relation to the property.

5.

6.

Recommendations
5.1

To determine the application to vary the premises licence under Section 34 of the
Licensing Act 2003.

5.2

These premises are not located in any Cumulative Impact Areas.

5.3

If the Committee grants the application, it should be subject to:
i.

conditions prepared by the Licensing Officer which are consistent with the
Operating Schedule (see appendix 4); and

ii.

any conditions deemed appropriate by the Committee to promote the four
licensing objectives.

Reasons for recommendations
6.1

The Council is required to consider this application in the light of all relevant
information, and if approval is given, it may attach such conditions as appropriate to
promote the licensing objectives.

Appendices:
Appendix 1:

application form;

Appendix 2:

current premises licence

Appendix 3:

representations

Appendix 4:

map of premises location

Background papers:
None.
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Licensing Authority Representation
Licensing Act 2003
Application for a variation of a premises licence in respect of:
Essex Alternative Supermarket, 360 Essex Road, N1 3PD
Licensable activities and timings applied for are to extend the operating hours by 2 hours to 1am, for
the sale of alcohol, for consumption off the premises, from 0700 to 0100 each day.
The grounds for the representation are:
Public nuisance
Prevention of crime and disorder
Licensing Policy Considerations
Licensing Policy 4

Off sales of Alcohol from Shops and other premises

Licensing Policy 5 and 6 Licensing Hours
Issues of Concern
This premise has the benefit of a premises licence that allows off sales of alcohol from 0700 to 2300
each day. The Licensing Sub Committee only granted this licence in November 2020 after receiving
several residents’ representations.
Licensing Policy 4 - The Licensing Authority has adopted a special policy relating to cumulative
impact in relation to shops and other premises selling alcohol for consumption off the premises. This
special policy creates a rebuttable presumption that applications for the variation of premises
licences, which are likely to add to the existing cumulative impact will normally be refused or subject
to certain limitation, following the receipt of representations, unless the applicant can demonstrate
in the operating schedule that there will be no negative cumulative impact on one or more of the
licensing objectives.
The applicant has not put forward any mitigation or information in the operating schedule to
demonstrate that this premises would not have a negative impact in an area saturated with outlets
for alcohol.
The Licensing Authority’s cumulative impact and framework hours’ policies have been successful in
reducing negative impacts associated with late night supplies of alcohol however; more needs to be
done to deal with cumulative impacts arising from the supply of alcohol for consumption off the
premises.
The number of off licences operating in the borough in most areas has reached the cumulative
impact threshold and in areas where there is a successful evening and night time economy off sales
of alcohol are contributing to cumulative impacts as result of preloading.
Licensing Policy 5 - Where representations are received from responsible authorities or other
persons the Licensing Authority may seek to restrict hours of opening where it is appropriate to
promote the licensing objectives.

Licensing Policy 6 - Licensing Hours- The hours applied for are outside of the recommended policy
hours, in that the extension would mean extending the trading time by two hours from 11pm to 1am
each day
The Licensing Authority is committed to protecting the amenity of residents and businesses in the
vicinity of licensed premises. The Licensing Authority will seek to impose appropriate restrictions and
controls on the premises licence to prevent public nuisance and undue disturbance to local residents
from licensed premises.
Recommendations
The Licensing Authority recommends that the Licensing Sub Committee consider the application and
the lack of information in the operating schedule, the resident’s representations, any conditions
suggested by the Council’s Pollution Team and the Police and Islington Council’s Licensing Policy.

Terrie Lane
Licensing Manager
Public Protection Division
0207 527 3031
licensing@islington.gov.uk

09/06/2021
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Terrie Lane
Council Licensing Dept Manager
Islington Council Licensing Team
3rd Floor
222 Upper Street
Islington
London N1 1XR

Islington Police Licensing Team
Islington Police Station
2 Tolpuddle Street
Islington
London N1 0YY
Your ref: WK/200068984
10th June 2021

Dear Terrie,
Re: Premises Licence Variation – Alternative Supermarket Ltd , 360 Essex Road ,
islington , London N1 3PD
Council worksheet ref WK/200068984
Last representations 10/06/2021
With reference to the above variation application, I am writing to inform you that the
Metropolitan Police, as a Responsible Authority, will be objecting to the variation as it
is our considered belief that if granted at present this application would undermine
the Licensing Objectives in regard to prevention of crime and disorder.
The date of the original grant of the licence is 24/11/2020 [the 6 month anniversary is
approaching]. The premises is applying to extend their terminal alcohol hours 7 days
a week from 2300 hrs to 0100 hrs [2hrs a night and 14 hours a week] into the
following morning outside of framework hours.
I checked with the Council Licensing Officer for the premises when the application
was received to see if the agent or premises had contacted her and she stated no .
No pre-application consultation appears to have been conducted with the Police
either to see if any additional safeguarding could be offered that would meet relevant
authority concern re this step or proposal and the application contains no offer of
additional safeguarding when submitted in regard to this increase of hours and
availability of alcohol in the area.
The premises is applying on the same variation to remove and amend safeguarding
and off licence best practice conditions generally in use to help minimize crime and
disorder attached after the application hearing re strength , miniature sales and
single cans which I also find concerning .

Under the application heading of Licensing Objectives in the spaces for the steps
listed that the premises intend to take to promote the general and other four
categories in regard to the application all the entries are identical and read ‘Current
conditions to remain , save for those requested to be removed.’
Police do not believe based on the quality of application that the premises would be
able to meet the standards expected from a responsible licence holder to evidence
that no increase in crime or disorder would follow from this variation if granted.
Yours sincerely,
Tim
Tim Livermore| Constable | Islington Borough – Licensing Team
Address Islington Police Station, 2 Tolpuddle Street , Islington , London N1 0YY
T07919547416 – Licensing Team mobile
Email Tim.J.Livermore@met.police.uk

Licensing Team mailbox - Email CNMailbox-.IslingtonPoliceLicensingTeam@met.police.uk

Protective Marking: Treat all mail as OFFICIAL unless otherwise stated

Click here to see what we are doing for you @MPSIslington

Click here to find contact details for your local Neighbourhood Team
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