
INFORMAL WORKING GROUP NORTH LONDON WASTE AUTHORITY – 
TUESDAY 20 JUNE 2021 – 6.30 P.M

Present: Councillors: Tricia Clarke
                                  Gary Heather
                                  Clare Jeapes
                                  Angelo Weekes
                                  Caroline Russell
                                  Roulin Khondoker

                       
Also, Present: Jeremy Corbyn M.P.
                       Dr. Rembrandt Koppelaar
                       Tony Ralph
                       John Mooteealoo

                                 Matthew Homer
                                 Peter Moore/Ola Adeoye - Clerks

Apologies – Cllr Bell-Bradford and Ozdemir 

The Chair welcomed everyone, acknowledging Dr. Koppelaar’s responses to questions sent 
by members and are available if other participants wished to see them
The Chair added that some members of the Working group had made a site visit to the NLWA 
incinerator plant, however due to covid restrictions, were unable to view the recycling 
facilities, noting that NLWA would be coming to the November meeting of the E&R Committee

Dr.Koppelaar made a submission to the Committee during which the following main points 
were made –

 Dr.Koppelaar outlined his roles and his work for a Digital Services company and the 
work he is involved with Essex Council who are facing similar challenges to Islington. 
He is also advised that in his capacity as Research and Innovation Lead, EcoWise 
Ekodenge Limited are looking to influence Government to implement more measures 
nationally to meet the challenges faced.  Dr.Koopelaar highlighted the three main 
areas of relevance for members to consider , the collection service within LBI, noting 
that his responses had been sent by e mail as to how this could be improved, in 
particular on what level of improvements that the 7 borough could implement, the 
prevention of plastic waste and how the NLWA plant rebuild fits into the waste 
strategy

 The Government’s commitment to a 65% recycling target by 2035 is extremely 
challenging especially for densely populated boroughs such as Islington. Wales has 
already achieved this target though. The NLWA incinerator would not be finished until 
2027 with the likelihood that it would only be viable for a further 25/30 years. The 
Government’s recycling target would have implications at a local level

 There is a need to move towards net zero carbon and importantly there is an urgent 
need to reduce the use of plastics and to look at a separate plastic recycling facility, 
which has been developed in other countries. It was noted that NLWA are working 
towards this is recognised that most of the unwanted carbon emissions arose from 
plastic, and the cost of plastic per tonne would make this financially viable



 Members were advised that at local level, Islington could employ more digital 
technology to get more information on waste disposal, that there is need for political 
knowledge on how waste is disposed. Streets could be identified and targeted for 
action to make it easier to recycle for residents

 Jeremy Corbyn MP referred to the fact that when he was a Councillor at L.B. 
Haringey he was involved in the construction of the original NLWA Edmonton 
incinerator and then it was felt that this was more sustainable than landfill option in 
addition that it will generate electricity. Meeting was advised that a number of people 
were now of the view that incineration of waste is unacceptable, that plastic waste 
needed to be reduced and that effort that is more concerted be made in approaching 
both businesses and residents to address this issue. Members were advised that this 
could be done by a third party organisation, such as community-based organisation. 

 It was noted that Iain Duncan Smith MP was involved in campaigning about the air 
quality in Chingford and Epping, from the incinerator.

 There is need for more discussion about recycling, and food and garden waste and 
composting, together with an anti- plastic strategy, that the DCLG were looking at the 
huge cost of the NLWA incinerator plant

 A Member referred to the fact that the Council net zero carbon strategy 2030 needed 
to be clear reiterating that the transition from the present time increase recycling 
would take place, and that a joined up was required recognising strategy was 
needed. It was stated that information was available on the website, however the 
strategy would be renewed in 2022. 

 It was noted that the current recycling rate in Islington of 31% of household waste 
does not include business waste. Meeting was informed that the Council are looking 
at developing a new commercial waste strategy with set targets, that the present 
figure of 31% did not include the figure sent to the incinerator for recycling. Members 
were advised that a heat map for waste has been developed, however not robust at 
this stage to be used efficiently at the moment. Chip and technology has been 
developed which would be used to weigh business waste so businesses generating 
more waste would be targeted and engaged to improve recycling, and if necessary 
enforcement measures could be taken

 Dr Koppelaar suggested the renaming of NLWA as NLW Zero Carbon authority would 
be beneficial, as it would have a big impact. It was noted that NLWA has done some 
good work around waste reduction and reuse over the years, and a campaign had 
been developed in conjunction with London Boroughs

 The Chair welcomed the suggestion by Islington Officers that going forward it would 
be working in conjunction with Dr Koppelaar 

 Noted that the EPR scheme will set up a scheme administrator to require providers to 
transfer funds to pay Local Authorities via the administrator for the processing/waste 
disposal recycling disposal

 A Member stated that it was important to ensure waste was reduced and there 
needed to be targets set as part of the net zero carbon 2030 strategy, which would 
involve conversations with residents and businesses

 Dr Koppelaar also expressed the view that it was important that authorities request 
from NLWA the current costs/Levy for incinerating waste, prior to 2026/27 before the 
new incinerator comes into operation for comparison reason so as to assess its 
impact on its residents. It was noted that there is likely to be spare incineration 
capacity, that this could reduce incentives to recycle waste, especially given the 
proposals for new incineration plants across the country. 

 Jeremy Corbyn MP requested that details of the other proposals be emailed to him. 
 It was agreed that incentives needed to be looked into further as a means to reduce 

waste
 It was also noted that there is a major issue with reducing packaging in businesses, 

that there needs to be concerted pressure on businesses to reduce packaging, 
recognising the need for a behaviour change campaign

 A Member acknowledged that there will always be waste which cannot be recycled 
and in London options were limited, however there is spare capacity for incineration 
across London and East London to incinerate rubbish from other countries. It was 



noted that in light of council’s drive toward carbon emission, this is an opportunity to 
use existing incinerators, rather than build new incineration plants

 Dr Koppelaar made reference to an anti-waste law in France whereby businesses are 
required to have 20% of its space dedicated to recycling, this should be encouraged. 
Dr Koppelaar agreed the details , although in French language, he has translated it to 
the Working Group

The Chair thanked all present for attending. 


