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SUBJECT: PREMISES LICENCE SUMMARY REVIEW APPLICATION
RE: THE ROYAL OAK, 250 ST JOHN’S WAY, N19 3RJ
1.

Synopsis
1.1

An application for an expedited review of the premises licence under Section 53A of the
Licensing Act, was made by the Metropolitan Police on Wednesday 20th October 2021 on
the grounds of Serious Crime. A copy of the review application is attached as Appendix
1.

1.2

The application was received at 17:02 hours on 20th October 2021

1.3

It is reported that an incident of GBH occurred on Saturday 16th October 2021 18:21 hrs,
outside the Royal Oak public house, 250 St John’s Way, N19 3RJ.

1.4

A male self-presented himself at the Whittington Hospital with multiple stab wounds.
Owing to the nature of the incident, the hospital informed the Police.

1.5

It is believed, at this stage that the victim suffered one stab wound to the back, one to
the thigh and two to the calf. He also sustained a minor wound to the chest. This is
believed to have been caused by a knife however further injury prevented through selfdefence. Had the victim not defended this strike, the outcome could have been fatal.

1.6

The victim’s injuries are deemed non-life threatening or life changing. The venue did not
call the Police.

1.7

Police attended the venue upon receiving the call from the hospital and initiated a scene.
However, the scene had been thoroughly cleaned prior to Police arrival.

2.

1.8

The Metropolitan Police request a suspension of the licence pending a full review.

1.9

Within 48 hours of receipt of the chief officer’s application, the Licensing Authority must
consider whether it is necessary to take interim steps.

Background
2.1

The premises licence is currently held by James Waters, who transferred onto the
Premises Licence in September 2014.

2.2

In October 2019, an application to vary the Designated Premises Supervisor was made
and the current Designated Premises Supervisor is Richard Foran.

2.3

On 17th July 2019, the Metropolitan Police submitted an application for an expedited
review following an incident at this premises in the early morning of Saturday 13th July
2019.

2.4

A male customer, had been assaulted outside the premises rendering him unconscious,
the only member of staff on duty was made aware of the incident but did not call for
medical assistance.

2.5

The expedited review was heard before the Licensing Sub Committee on 18th July 2019
where it was determined that the Licence would be suspended as an interim step and
with immediate effect pending a full review hearing.

2.6

Following the full review hearing on 13th August 2019 the Sub-Committee decided to
modify the premises licence in respect of the Royal Oak, 250 St John’s Way N19 3RJ, as
follows:
a)

To reduce the hours for sale of retail of alcohol to 10am to 11pm on Sunday to
Thursday and 10am to 12.30 am on Friday and Saturday.
To remove off sales provision from the licence.
To remove the DPS from the premises licence.
To add or amend the further conditions to the licence.

b)
c)
d)
3.

Recommendations
3.1

To determine the application to review the premises licence under Section 53A of the
Licensing Act.

3.2

The Committee must have regard to the application and any relevant representations,
take such steps as mentioned in Section 53B (3) of the Act (if any), as it considers
appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives.

3.3

The interim steps stated in Sections 53B(3) of the Act are as follows:
a)

The modification of the conditions of the premises licence;

b)

The exclusion of the sale of alcohol by retail from the scope of the licence

c)

The removal of the designated premises supervisor from the licence

d)

The suspension of the licence.

4.

Conclusion and Reason for recommendations
4.1

The Council is required to consider this summary review application in the light of all
relevant information, and must take such steps as it considers appropriate to promote
the licensing objectives.
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Venue Background:
The Royal Oak services the local area of Mulkern Rd, Holland Park, and the Elthorne Estate and is
what would have historically have been termed an 'Estate Pub'. Prior Knowledge of the premises
suggests that clientelle is primarily composed of local, regular, known patrons.
Incident:
- CAD 607 l/16Oct
- CRIS 2722178/21
- At 1839hrs on 16th Oct 21 Police receive a call from the Whittington Hospital stating that they have a
male stab victim in reception and wish to notify police.
- At 1850hrs Police arrive at the hospital. Officers locate the victim, and determine that he has several
stab wounds following an incident at the Royal Oak Pub some time earlier. It is apparent that the male
self-presented at hospital.
- At 1856hrs a second unit arrives at the pub and attempts to conduct initial actions, foremost of which
being to locate and preserve the crime scene.
- Enquiries at the scene determine that the assault took place some time earlier, at just after 1820hrs.
- At no stage did the venue contact either ambulance or Police.
- Officers find no scene to preserve and enquiries reveal that immediately after the incident staff have
hurriedly located and washed-down the area in question.
- There are 2 staff present, a female member of bar staff,

, and the DPS and Manager

- Medical staff state that the victim has sustained 1 stab wound to the back, 3 to the legs, and 1 to the
chest. It is apparent that the chest wound was limited in its impact due to self defence by the victim.
- CCTV and other enquiries now show that at 1822hrs 4 males on attend the pub and, having looked
inside the venue, apparently seeking their victim, locate the male outside smoking a cigarette and stab
him (repeatedly as per above injuries), then make off from the venue. The victim staggers inside to
find his father (who was inside getting drinks), and shortly later is driven to hospital. The CCTV
supplied by the venue shoes the outside space by both entrances. The footage shows a member of staff,
, working with customers to thoroughly clean the outside areas which would have been the crime
scene. The staff and customers use 12 large jugs of water, kitchen cleaner and a broom to wash the
scene. The CCTV clearly shows the rush to clean this scene before it can be identifyed and linked to
the venue.
- At the time of writing the victims inJuries are deemed by medical staff to be non life threatening.
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